'IRAQ
Part II, concerned with the Crown and its rights, stated in
Article 19:
The sovereignty of the constitutional Kingdom of clraq
resides in the people. It is a trust confided by them to King
Faisal, son of Husain, and to his heirs after him.
The King, for whom the succession, his majority and a
Regency were set forth in Articles 20 to 23, was to be the
supreme head of the State (Article 25), safeguarded and not
responsible. He was to confirm laws, order their promulgation
and supervise their execution (Article 26, i).1 He was to order
the convocation of Parliament, open it, adjourn it, prorogue or
dissolve it. It was further stipulated:
Should necessity arise, when Parliament is not sitting, for
taking urgent measures for the maintenance of order and
public security, or to ward off a public danger, or for the
fulfilment of treaty obligations, the King shall have the
right of issuing ordinances, with the concurrence of the
Council of Ministers, having the force of law, directing that
the necessary steps shall be taken according to circumstances,
provided that they are not contrary to the provisions of this
Constitution. Such ordinances must all be laid before
Parliament at its first session, with the exception of those
issued for the purpose of fulfilling treaty obligations approved
by Parliament or the Constituent Assembly. Should Parlia-
ment not approve these ordinances, the Government must
declare them to be no longer operative and they shall be
considered to be abrogated as from the date of such declara-
tion. Such ordinances shall be signed by all Ministers.
(Article 26, 3).
The King was to conclude treaties subject to the approval of
Parliament (Ibid., 4 and 8); choose the Prime Minister;
appoint Ministers and accept their resignation (Ibid., 5);
riame Senators (Ibid., 6); and, on the recommendation of the
1 The sections of articles which had been designated by letters in all drafts
and in the Law as passed, are designated by numbers in the 1928 translation.
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